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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COLLECTION AND SHIPMENT OF SKIN SPECIMEN

The following media should be prepared and refrigerated until sample collection is obtained: Viral media with 10% serum.
Please use sterile technique in placing the skin specimen in the vial. This specimen will be used to culture fibroblasts for analysis. 

Make sure the lid is screwed down tightly when ready to ship back to us.  Please reinforce the lid with parafilm or another agent to ensure that it will not be dislodged upon shipment.

1.
After the specimen is obtained, it should not be refrigerated. 

2. 
A small (3 mm punch biopsy) piece of skin, including living cells, is adequate for our needs.

3.
Ship as soon as possible for next day delivery. The specimen should be shipped at room temperature. You should not include the ice packs with which the vial of media was sent.
4.
Send to:
Dr. Joan Marini




NIH/NICHD




Building 10, Room 9S239




10 Center Drive, MSC 1829




Bethesda, MD  20892-1829

6.
Please call the BEMB secretary at 301-594-3418 and leave a message that the specimen has been shipped so we know when to expect it.
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